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Thanks to The Zonta Club of Oakville and their supporters, everything was coming up yellow roses in March. 
Zonta's EVERYTHING'S COMING UP ROSES campaign filled social media feeds, mailboxes, shop 
windows and even the Oakville Towne Square with Zonta's signature yellow rose. Why? To celebrate 
International Women's Day, bring joy to our town, and raise much needed dollars for the Oakville Hospital 
Foundation and Women's Charities.

"Our Club has been celebrating International Women's Day since our inception in 1973,” said Kathy Mundy, 
Zonta IWD Event Co-Chair. “But with the current pandemic and social distancing, we had to rethink how we 
could still celebrate women while supporting women’s charities. We also wanted to give the residents of 
Oakville a reason to smile, to celebrate, and to be joyful." 

Although International Women's Day is celebrated globally on March 8, the ZONTA CELEBRATES 
International Women's Day campaign started in January with a social media initiative that encouraged the 
community to identify the special women in their life using the hashtag #ZontaRose. Zonta Oakville also 
encouraged supporters to purchase a package of ‘I CELEBRATE YOU’ yellow rose greeting cards to send to 
friends, family, colleagues, neighbours -- anyone who empowers women -- or make a donation. The 
fundraising dollars were generously matched by local donors June and Ian and the $70,150 in proceeds will go 
to the Oakville Hospital Foundation and women’s charities. In addition, the Downtown Oakville BIA supported 
the initiative with 'I CELEBRATE YOU' posters in their shop windows and yellow merchandising displays. 

Perhaps the most ambitious endeavour was the installation of the ZONTA CELEBRATES International 
Women's Day Display in the Towne Square from February 26 to March 15. This stunning arch was 
decorated by Frank Rea of Frank Rea Event Designs. The presenting sponsor was Alex Irish & Associates / 
Sotheby's International Realty and the marketing sponsor, Caju Multimedia, designed the arch signage, 
campaign posters, greeting cards, advertising, website and more. Serving as focal point for the International 
Women's Day celebration, the display was adorned with yellow roses, lit up at night, and attracted admirers 
from far and wide. "Our goal was to build awareness of International Women's Day and provide yet another 
reason for shoppers and diners to come downtown to support shops and restaurants," said Liz Hibberd, 
Zonta IWD Event Co-Chair. "To our delight, the arch became a place for families and friends to celebrate 
Women's Day and to safely take photos. We built it and the people came!" 

March 8 is not only International Women’s Day, it’s also Zonta Rose Day. A single yellow rose has been a 
symbol of Zonta International since the early 1980s. Yellow roses are often associated with friendship and 
caring, which is perfect because that is what the ZONTA CELEBRATES International Women's Day 
campaign was all about. Joy, gratitude, empowerment, living in Oakville -- all worthy of celebration! For more 
information about International Women's Day and Zonta Oakville's campaign, visit zontacelebrates.ca.
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For more information about the ZONTA CELEBRATES IWD campaign, or about the Zonta Club of Oakville, contact:  
Catherine Bobesich, Marketing Co-Chair, The Zonta Club of Oakville at 905-849-1741 or catherine@wellnessbydesign.ca
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